Becoming an Expert
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In the film, Adam describes what it feels like to become the leading expert on a particular subject. We all become ‘experts’ of one kind or another – for example, when we learn to swim, or ride a bike, or speak a language, or bake a cake.

Think about some of the expertise that you have, and how you got it. Decide whether or not you agree with the following points.

· You need a teacher if you are going to learn something new.

· Learning is bound to be boring, but it’s worth it in the end.

· Learning is easy when you are young, but it gets harder as you get older.

· When you start learning, you don’t know which things will be useful to you in the end.

· It would be satisfying to be the world’s leading expert on a particular topic.

· Expert scientists are usually out of touch with everyday reality.
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